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The Numbering of the Ten

Commandments




What the Bible Tells Us
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* Deut. 4:13

He declared to you his covenant, the Ten Commandments, which he
commanded you to follow and then wrote them on two stone tablets.

* Scholars call the Ten Commandments =2 the Decalogue = the “ten words”




Numbering the Commandments

Exod. Jewish Protestant Catholic/Lutheran
202 Ram: the @R DN e (Prologue) 1

20:3 “no other gods” % 1 i
20:4-6 “no graven images” 2 2 1




The Ten Commandments are Both
Absolute and Relative
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The Ten Commandments are Absolute
F$‘ Kﬂa ¥rem

Only commandments given twice (Exod 20; Deut. 5)
FE—- 487 r?u:)tﬁ’léﬁkk & 2 25 20 FPP 5>
Only time God spoke directly, face to face” to the people (Deut. 5:4)
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Written by the finger of God on stone (Exod. 31:18)
R Ednep  pEp B () J] 18

Depomted in the Ark of the Covenant (Deut. 10:5)
3 1“% v ( e ’%; 10: 5)




The Ten Commandments are Relative
- A AP ¥

* Exod. 20 and Deut. 5 are slightly different
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* As believers today we don’t honor the Sabbath literally
TR s X APIIRFRFIBEXLP

* *The numbering is different in various traditions
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The Number One
Commandment
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“You shall have no other gods before me.”
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Is this teaching monothetsm?
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* Ex. 315 2 3520:1 And God spoke all these words #? ¥ vif 35— *7 G935 3R

* Ex. 1 & % 2520:2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of
Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3% & BRJe i in cfd > § #-i5jE 3 3 &=
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. EX 21 & % 2520:3 “You shall have no other gods before me. "/Tf AR
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Is this teaching monothetsm?
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* Ex. 315 2 3520:1 And God spoke all these words #? ¥ vif 35— *7 G935 3R

° Ex. & 2 3320:2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of
Egypt, out of the land of slavery. #% FI8fe & i% efd > & B-15jK 3 & o
é%i?ﬁﬂ%o

° Hx. 315 % 3220:3 “You shall have no other gods beforeme. #5724 12 #F
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The Israelites had many problems worshipping other gods!
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* Josh. )3 &3z 24:14
“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods
your ancestors Worshlped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt and serve the
LORD. L & %P & & F”S«frgc ’ ‘)iﬁ.\.. = Es/ FE L o Binipe AR A= P PR
Wie by 2 A id & oy "Tﬁ,_ 3 F F o o

° 1Kings 713 & + 18:21
Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two
opinions? If the LORD 1 1s God, follow him; but 1f Baal is God, follow him.” But

the people said nothm jJaT ELIE N 5 R N VUM N LI fre ,g.ﬁ 7] & pen 9
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Later in the OT, monotheism 1s clearer.
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* Before me no god was formed, nor will there be one after me. 2R fr &8 @ T i 2
2\ Eﬁig{%’_ y F\ ’:"—i-;}'ﬁfg E‘f’)fﬁ“ A o ?9{4—57\3\%‘,%{ ’ fg v o1 :f‘f'fg y ¥ f':‘ PRJ-\\ y X Flg | *\:)Jv}
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* | am the first and | am the last; apart from me there isno God. " BRfr&=12 & 5| >
g 7 r‘f‘]f,’(f‘% IR - 1 iﬁﬂ'friﬁ-&rtb?‘;g S AV q,\ﬁ Ly AF K18 Mr‘ 1y
o By B4 e (Is M F I F 44:6)

* | am the LORD, and there is no other; apart from me there is no God. T % § Pr4r
3 B ek ;;ﬂ)g 2] K//Tj AEEN NP -;,’17; Ao TREETA SRR > AL LT R
(Is 74 7 & & 45:5)



Then, what does it mean?
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“Exclustve Worship”

henotheism (not monotheism): “adherence to one particular god out of
several, especially by a family, tribe, or other group.”

* A commitment to one god only

NLT “You must not have any other god but me.” (Ex. 20:3)

A commitment to putting God first



No Different in the NT
MR YRk

* Matt. 6:24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one
and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other.
You cannot serve both God and money.” - B A 2 it &3 B » 7
B EEREIRB ?ﬁ{‘_{‘_ﬁ‘-f]}ﬂﬁ?ﬁﬂ} o A X FEH X FE
IS o

Matt. 22:37 Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind.” 38 This 1s the first and greatest
commandment. BRgR¥# . : T Z&F o ~F KB~ F L 1L kadd o
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* Taith in one God, who alone is worthy of worship, is at
the heart of the first commandment. However, the
commandment is not primarily an affirmation of
monotheism. It is a call to make choices and set
priorities, to put the one God before all other rivals for
one’s loyalty and devotion whether spiritual or material,
true or false. Faith is not just a matter of reciting a
creed, signing a doctrinal statement, or affirming belief
in one God (ct. Jas 2:19). Nor is worship limited to
singing hymns, reading liturgies, preaching sermons,

David L. Baker,
The Decalogue:

Living as the

P@Op/@ Ojf God and celebrating sacraments. These may be requirements
for participation in a faith community and doubtless
(p. 43).

serve to foster faith and deepen devotion. But the first
commandment goes deeper than any of them,
challenging hearers to decide what is really most
important in their lives.




