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The Shape of the Ten Commandments

= el

2% 5\

Ex. 20:2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out
of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

Ex. 20:3 “You shall have no other gods before me.

4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of
anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the
waters below. Ex. 20:5 You shall not bow down to them or

worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God,

punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third
and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing
love to a thousand generations of those who love me and
keep my commandments.

Ex. 20:7 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your
God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who
misuses his name.
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Two Problems
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Is God a

Jealous

God?
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A You shall not bow down to them o serve
them. For I the LORD your God am an
impassioned God, (Ex. 20:5 Tanakh)
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Does God
punish the

children for

the
sin of the

parents?

A Exod. 20:5b
... for I, the LORD your God, am

a jealous God, punishing the
children for the sin of the parents
to the third and fourth generation
of those who hate me, ...

A Deut. 24:16

Parents are not to be put to death
for their children, nor children put
to death for their parents; each will
die for their own sin.

A Exod. 20:6
but showing love to a thousand
generations of those who love me
and keep my commandments.




The Meaning of the

Second Commandment?




Thoushdtnot  You shdl not You shdl not You shdl not make  You shdl not
make unto thee  makefor make for yoursdf  for yoursdf a make for
any graven yoursdf anidol  animage sculptured image, yoursdf a

image, carved image,

The Hebrew word L " peS@heans “a carved image, generally
made of wood or stone and chiseled into shape.”
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Thus, the
Second
Commandment

is spectfically
forbidding the

worship of
idols.
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A Idolatry is the worship of any A i, 15\:‘” AR 1T 9
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A Deut. 4:15-18 . A v & 22 4:15-18
You saw no form of any kind N E
the day the LORD spoke to you v LN
r"] = Bg’fr’ﬁ;‘ + I )7]1 Ao
at Horeb out of the fire. R -
Therefore watch yourselves A /ff y P e £

very carefully, 16 so that youdo P

not become corrupt and make A

for yourselves an idol, an image  p

of any shape, whether formed R
like 2 man or a woman, 17 or F A4 Bke
like any animal on earth or any %

bird that flies in the air, 18 or L

like any creature that moves m
along the ground or any fishin "’
the waters below.



The Second

Commandment

Was Very
unusual for its

A Nearly all ancient religions worshipped
through images.
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A “thete are no ancient Near Eastern laws
comparable to the second commandment”
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Gods of the

Near

Ancient
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A Does this ban all religious art?
Two TEEH ) R KD

Questions

AWhat about the Catholics?
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How does this apply
today?




While the First
Commandment
is about who to
worship, the
Second

Commandment

1s about how to
Worship
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Psa. 115:2 Why do the nations say,

“Where is their God?”
3 Our God is in heaven;

he does whatever pleases

him.

4 But their idols are silver and
gold,

made by human hands.
5 They have mouths, but cannot
speak,

eyes, but cannot see.
6 They have ears, but cannot
hear,

noses, but cannot smell.

7 They have hands, but cannot
feel,

feet, but cannot walk,

nor can they utter a sound

with their throats.

8 Those who make them will be
like them,

and so will all who trust in
them.
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This 1s a
reminder

that God 1s

not like us;

he 1s wholly

other.
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AT am the first and T am the last; apart from me

there 1s no God. (Is 44:0)
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A You ate my witnesses. Is there any God besides
me? No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.

(Is 44:8)
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AT am the LORD , and there is no other; apart
from me there is no God. (Is 45:5)

A i\ﬂ,\l%«fpg ANV RO SFR aﬂl/f’i ENVECE R

(" FL% 45:5)

A1am God, and there is no other; I am God, and
there is none like me . (Is 46:9)
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A Al idolatry, whether ancient or modern, primitive or
sophisticated, 1s inexcusable, whether the images are
metal or mental, material objects of worship or
unworthy concepts in the mind. For idolatry is the
attempt either to localize God, confining him within
limits which we impose, whereas he is the Creator of
the universe; or to domesticate God, making him
dependent on us, taming and taping him,
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A 1dols ate not limited to primitive societies; there are
many idols too. An 1dol 1s a god-substitute. Any person
or thing that occupies the place which God should
occupy is an idol. Covetousness 1s idolatry. Ideologies
can be idolatries. So can fame, wealth and power, sex,
food, alcohol and other drugs, parents, spouse, children
and friends, wotk, recreation, television and
possessions, even church, religion and Christian
service. [John Stott, The Message of] Acts
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