Honor Your Father and
Your Mother

§ e

113 2 2z Exod. 20:12
Rev. Milton Eng




The Ten Commandments

1. No other gods 5. Honor father and mother
2. No graven images 6. No murder
3. Do not misuse God’s name NG adulFefY
4.  Remember the Sabbath 8. No stealing
9.  No false witness
10. No coveting
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The Fifth Commandment
as a Bridger
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Table 2. Two groups of commandments

Loving God Loving Neighbor

1. No other gods 6. No homicide D aVId B aker

2. No images 7. No adultery

3. No misusing God's name 8. No stealing

4. Remembering the sabbath 9. No false witness

5. Honoring parents 10. No coveting




Philo of Alexandsia (17"c AlD)

‘-%rhff}:xll’t mfF 5‘:‘,

* “Philo ... believes it is placed on the borderline between the two groups
because parents stand between the mortal and the immortal. On the one

. hand, parents are human and might be included in the category of people

who are to be loved and protected, as in the following five commandments.

On the other hand, they are partners with the Creator in bringing children

into the world and are therefore to be honored as the Creator himself

is honored.” (Baker, David L.)




Parents as the Image of God?
NEa P

* Their children, however, are to listen, respect, and obey their parents in a way
that may indeed be compared to the way they obey and respect the Lord.
The honor of parents is analogous to the honor of God because it is

dertvative of that honor and representative of it. Karl Barth has articulated
this point as follows:

The necessity and divine compulsion of this demand is rooted in the fact that from the

standpoint of children parents have a Godward aspect, and are for them God’s primary and
natural representatives.

Miller, Patrick D. (p. 195).




Scriptures Attirming the
Fifth Commandment




We must revere * Lev 19:3 (NIV) - Each of you must respect
your mother and father, and you must observe

my Sabbaths. I am the LORD your God.

* Lev. 19:3 (ESV) Every one of you shall revere
his mother and his father, and you shall keep
my Sabbaths: I am the LORD your God.
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parents as we

would revere




Punishment
was severe.
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OT Law vs. Code of Hammurabi |
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mozher must be put to death. then his hand is to be cut off
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Anyone who curses their father

or mother is to be put to death.
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* Deut. 21:18 If someone has a stubborn and
rebellious son who does not obey his father
and mother and will not listen to them when
they discipline him, 19 his father and mother
shall take hold of him and bring him to the
elders at the gate of his town. 20 They shall
say to the elders, “This son of ours 1s

stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us.

W SEVIEIE, He is a glutton and a drunkard.” 21 Then all

the men of his town are to stone him to

death. You must purge the evil from among
you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid.

Punishment
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How do we “honot” our
parentse
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* J] 7 75 Lev 19:3 - Each of you must respect
your mother and father, and you must observe
my Sabbaths. I am the LORD your God.

nip A A F:i';'ﬁi?c\/*’%’#.ﬁ?‘i’%\“ﬁl?
AR o A K/K'fri i egd o

* 474 e Lew. 19:32 - Stand up in the presence
of the aged, show respect for the elderly and
revere your God. I am the LORD.
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* Prow. 1:8 Listen, my son, to your
father’s instruction and do not forsake
your mother’s teaching.

/—/;‘

c F= 1:8 A2 BRI R
c- S SR e I s P LI




* Prowv. 15:5 A fool spurns a parent’s
discipline, but whoever heeds
correction shows prudence.
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* Prov. 23:22 Listen to your father, who
gave you life, and do not despise your
mother when she 1s old.
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* 1Tim. 5:3 Give proper recognition to
those widows who are really in need. 4 But
if a widow has children or grandchildren,
these should learn first of all to put their
religion into practice by caring for their own
family and so repaying their parents and
grandparents, for this 1s pleasing to God.




Some Important
QQualifications
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What about

abusive
parents?
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If parents are like the image of God to their
children, the assumption is that the parent 1s
also good just as God is good.

“The first and most obvious is that respect,
honor, and reverence capable of being seen in

analogy to God can only make sense when
directed toward an object that expects and
seeks the good. In other words, there is an
assumption about the parents in the reference

to their honor.” (Miller, Patrick p. 198)




What about

abusive
parents?
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Ezek. 20:18—19: I said to their children in
the wilderness, “Do not follow the statutes
of your parents or keep their laws or defile
yourselves with their idols. I am the LORD
your God; follow my decrees and be careful

to keep my laws.
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What about

abusive
parents?
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Eph. 6:1 Children, obey your
parents in the Lord, for this 1s right.
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An important
difference in

1 % o7 3 Bph, 6:1 Children, obey your
parents in the Lord, for this is right. i if®
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v % o723 Bph, 6:4 — Fathers, do not
exasperate your children; instead, bring
them up 1n the training and instruction of
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In the New Testament, responsibilities are

reciprocal. AT ¥
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The only commandment with a promise
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* Eph. 6: Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this 1s right. 2 “Honor
your father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a
promise— 3 “so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long
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