Thou Shalt Not Commit Adultery
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Marriage 1s a Sertous Thing.
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Table 2. Two groups of commandments

Loving God Loving Neighbor

1. No other gods 6. No homicide
2. No images 7. No adultery
3. No misusing God's name 8. No stealing

4. Remembering the sabbath 9. No false witness

5. Honoring parents 10. No coveting

Note its
position
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* I A3z Lev 20:10
If a man commits adultery with another man’s
wite—with the wife of his neighbor—both
the adulterer and the adulteress are to be put
to death.

Note its
Penalty
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In the ANE, adultery was
also considered a “Great Sin”

* MAL§GALS
If the wife of one citizen leaves her own house,
visits the house of another and he has
intercourse with her, knowing that she is
anothet’s wife, then both are executed.
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Today, adultery is not a

crime!
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Marriage 1s a Sacred Thing.




* B KT Mal 2:14

You ask, “Why?”” It is because the LORD
is the witness between you and the wife
of your youth. You have been unfaithful
to her, though she 1s your partner, the
wife of your marriage covenant.
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* £]¥ 3z Gen. 20:9
Then Abimelek called Abraham in and said,
“What have you done to us? How have I
wronged you that you have brought such
great guilt upon me and my kingdom? You

have done things to me that should never be
done.”




* Gen. 39:7 -10
and after a while his master’s wife took
notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed
with me!” 8 But he refused. “With me in
charge,” he told her, “my master does not
concern himself with anything in the house;
everything he owns he has entrusted to my
care. 9 No one is greater in this house than |
am. My master has withheld nothing from
me except you, because you are his wife.
How then could I do such a wicked thing
and sin against God?”” 10 And though she
spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to
go to bed with her or even be with her.
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Marriage 1s not an easy

thing.
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Death was often not applied.
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David and Bathsheba = fEfrdk T+ &

Jesus and the woman caught in adultery in John 8
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Divorce was allowed in the Old Testament

G uF s

Mark 10:2-10

2Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his
wife?”” 3 “What did Moses command you?” he replied. 4 They said, “Moses permitted a
man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.” ° “It was because your hearts
were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied. ° “But at the beginning of
creation God ‘made them male and female.’l"] 7 ‘For this reason a man will leave his
father and mother and be united to his wife,[”] 8 and the two will become one

flesh.’l’] So they are no longer two, but one flesh. ® Therefore what God has joined
together, let no one separate.” 19 When they were in the house again, the disciples
asked Jesus about this.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10:2-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24595a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10:2-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24596b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10:2-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24597c

Divorce was allowed in the Old Testament
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Divorce 1s allowed today in the New Testament

o

* & ~ 455 Matt. 19:9
| tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual
Immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.”
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Divorce 1s allowed today in the New Testament
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1 Cor. 7:12-15

To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who 1s not a believer and she 1s
willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. 13 And if a woman has a husband who 1s not a
believer and he 1s willing to live with her, she must not divorce him. 14 For the unbelieving husband
has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her
believing husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it 1s, they are holy. 15 But if the

unbeliever leaves, let it be so. The brother or the sister 1s not bound in such circumstances; God has
called us to live in peace.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+7:12-15&version=CUVMPT#fzh-CUVMPT-28436a
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Even the Ten
Commandme
nts address the
problem of
the heart!
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Matt. 5:27
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You
shall not commit adultery.” 28 But I tell

you that anyone who looks at a woman
lusttully has already committed adultery
with her in his heart.

Ex. 20:17
“You shall not covet your neighbot’s
house. You shall not covet your neighbort’s

wife, or his male or female servant, his ox
or donkey, or anything that belongs to
your neighbor.”




Even the Ten
Commandme
nts address the
problem of
the heart!
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