“Thou Shalt Not Steal”
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Table 2. Two groups of commandments

Loving God Loving Neighbor

[hie Ten

Commandments
1. No other gods 6. No homicide
2. No images 7. No adultery
3. No misusing God's name 8. No stealing
4, Remembering the sabbath 9. No false witness N ?‘*Jlj
5. Honoring parents 10. No coveting b




Principle #1 — Persons Are
More Important Than Property.
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* As we progress through the Ten
Commandments, it is apparent that the
Denalties decrease in severity just as the
seriousness of the crime decreases. For
excanple,

® in cases of murder (deliberate homicide),
capital punishment is non-negotiable;

® in cases of adultery, capital punishment is
standard, but leniency and forgiveness are
Dossible;

® in cases of thefl, capital punishment is never used.
(David L. Baker)




* CHart§
If a citizen steals an ox or a sheep from a state
or temple official, then the citizen is fined thirty
times the value of the stolen livestock. Likewise,
if one citizen steals an ox or a sheep from
another, then the fine is ten times the value of
the stolen livestock. If a citizen fails to pay a fine
for stealing the livestock, then the sentence is

death.

° dik 2 2z Exod. 22:1
Whoever steals an ox or a sheep and slaughters
it or sells it must pay back five head of cattle for
the ox and four sheep for the sheep.
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* “The Bible places a much higher value on
human life than on material possessions, so
property offenses are punished less severely
than offenses against the life and dignity of
other human beings, such as homicide and
adultery.”” David L. Baker]

42 b g kg B A
TR A 5 g 4
.ifﬁg;mj@ B ( B ho RK A 'ft’xé’ ;i;)

% | ]

N e
Mq?’-"ﬂ\—

g e

¢_—_'.




Principle #2 — Stealing Comes
In All Shapes And Sizes.
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* I A3z Lev. 19:13
Do not defraud or rob your neighbor. Do not hold
back the wages of a hired worker overnight 7 ¥ H
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* A3z Lev. 19:35
Do not use dishonest standards when measuring
length, weight or quantity. 36 Use honest scales and
honest weights, an honest ephah and an honest hin. I
am the LORD your God, who brought you out of
Egypt. ir xFE%ﬁ%;—’lj’%?ﬁ%%a ﬁ;r_\
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* “In today’s world too, this commandment is
not only for burglars and pickpockets—if it
were, most of us could claim we have kept it
without fail. Rather, it prohibits all kinds of
improper gain, whether by marketing inferior-
quality goods, charging excessive prices, being
involved in financial corruption, filing
dishonest tax returns, profiting from others’
ignorance, giving and recetving bribes,
pilfering at work, traveling on trains without a
ticket, ignoring copyright laws, or buying and
selling unfairly traded goods.”

[David L. Baker]




Principle #3 — We Must Think In
Terms Ot Giving Not Keeping.
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* JI A 3T Lewv. 25:23
The land must not be sold permanently,
because the land 1s mine and you reside
in my land as foreigners and strangers.
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* ¥ &2z Deut. 8:10-11
When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise
the LORD your God for the good land he
has given you. 11 Be careful that you do not
forget the LORD your God, failing to
observe his commands, his laws and his
decrees that I am giving you this day.
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° ¥ &2z Deut. 8:17-18
17 You may say to yourself, “My power
and the strength of my hands have
produced this wealth for me.” 18 But
remember the LORD your God, for it
is he who gives you the ability to
produce wealth, and so confirms his
covenant, which he swore to your
ancestors, as it is today.
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° 5 *4%3 Matt. 6:19-21m
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. 20 But
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moths and vermin do not destroy,
and where thieves do not break in and steal.
21 For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.
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* Matt. 6:24
No one can serve two masters. Either
you will hate the one and love the
other, or you will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve
both God and money.

C-BAANEEA B2 AEE
BEIRRE > AE E T BRIV o ix
P2 aex EFEH X FFEIFM




s B AT T 1Tim. 6:17
Command those who are rich in this present
world not to be arrogant nor to put their
hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to
put their hope in God, who richly provides
us with everything for our enjoyment. 18
Command them to do good, to be rich in

good deeds, and to be generous and willing
to share.
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Three Principles From a Prohibition

Principle #1 — Persons Are More Important Than Property.

Principle #2 — Stealing Comes In All Shapes And Sizes.
Principle #3 — We Must Think In Terms Of Giving not Keeping.
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